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ADA
Coordinators
Meet
The second statewide conference
for court-based Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) coordina-
tors took place from April 23 to
April 25 in Costa Mesa. It was held
in conjunction with the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts’ Con-
tinuing Judicial Studies Program.

The conference attendees—
who included court administra-
tors and judicial officers as well
as ADA coordinators—received
training on the requirements of
the Americans With Disabilities
Act of 1990, section 12101 of ti-
tle 42 of the United States Code,
and other federal and state
statutes, such as the Unruh Civil
Rights Act.

The conference featured
panel discussions of topics in-
cluding stereotypes and coun-
terstereotypes, the roles and
responsibilities of ADA coordi-
nators, real-life experiences with
accommodation situations, ser-
vice providers, the news media
and ADA issues, surveying the
courthouse, and designing and
implementing a comprehensive
court ADA program.

Two course tracks were in-
troduced at this year’s conference.
In the basic track, new coordina-
tors received guidance from fac-
ulty with substantial expertise and
experience in ADA issues. The
participants learned to identify
the three categories of accom-
modations—physical, program-
matic, and communication—and
how to provide them. 

The advanced track was de-
signed for experienced ADA co-
ordinators, administrators, and
judges and commissioners. It
emphasized the implementation
of and compliance with the ADA
and included interactive plenary
sessions and workshops as well as
presentations and problem-
solving exercises.

● For more information,
contact Clifford Alumno, 415-
865-7683; e-mail: clifford.alumno
@jud.ca.gov.

Juvenile and
Family Court
Conference 
The National Council of Juve-
nile and Family Court Judges is

holding its 64th annual confer-
ence July 15–18 at the Double-
tree Hotel in Monterey. This
year’s conference, titled “Juvenile
and Family Courts: Challenges
and Opportunities,” showcases
practitioners who are creating
innovative programs and initia-
tives for existing and future juve-
nile and family courts.

Among the conference’s dis-
tinguished speakers is Stephen
Adams, Editor of the California
Family Law Report, who will de-
liver his annual update on devel-
opments in juvenile and family
law. King County, Washington,
Superior Court Judge David Ad-
mire will discuss how courts can
identify and work with learning-
disabled children. In addition,
Chief Justice Ronald M. George
will deliver an opening keynote
address on his vision of the fu-
ture of California’s juvenile and
family courts.

The conference will include
a variety of workshops on issues
such as interstate child custody
disputes, the Violence Against
Women Act, family group con-
ferencing, batterer intervention
programs, postadoption services,
underage drinking, restorative
justice, and more.

● For more information,
contact Mary Scott, National
Council of Juvenile and Family
Court Judges, 775-784-6576.

Drug Court
Training
The National Drug Court Institute
(NDCI) is offering practitioner-
based classes to courts in Sep-
tember and October this year.

Recognizing the continuing
need for topical and up-to-date
information on drug courts, the
NDCI developed its curricula
with assistance from leading na-
tional agencies and practitioners
throughout the country. Its week-
long trainings are taught by ex-
pert drug court practitioners,
using videotapes and interactive
techniques. Attendees are ex-
posed to basic and advanced
topics in the areas of substance
abuse and treatment, drug test-
ing, sanctions, incentives, com-
munity resources, ethics and
confidentiality, and coordinating
with law enforcement agencies.

● For more information,
contact Colby Miller, 703-706-
0576, extension 28.

RESOURCES
New Listserv for
Family Violence
Councils
The Administrative Office of the
Courts’ Center for Families,
Children & the Courts (CFCC)
recently launched an e-mail list-
serv exclusively for California’s
Family Violence Coordinating
Councils (FVCCs). The listserv
gives FVCC members an addi-
tional venue for sharing ideas on
strategies, funding sources, and
promising practices. 

Family Violence Coordinat-
ing Councils are designed to
facilitate collaboration and in-
formation sharing among the
courts, public agencies, and pri-
vate agencies regarding domestic
violence issues. The members of
the councils typically include ju-
dicial officers, court executive
officers and clerks, domestic
violence victim advocates, pros-
ecutors, defense attorneys, pro-
bation officers, social services
staff, mediators, family law facil-
itators, supervised visitation
agency staff, police officers,
health care personnel, attorneys,
and others who deal with domes-
tic violence issues. The listserv
will augment the Judicial Coun-
cil’s annual conference for FVCCs
by providing a year-round vehi-
cle for communication.

To subscribe to the listserv,
FVCC members should send an
e-mail message to tamara.abrams
@jud.ca.gov or julia.weber@jud
.ca.gov. The e-mail should in-
clude (1) your name; (2) your
organization’s name, address,
and telephone number; (3) your
e-mail address; and (4) a brief
(one- or two-sentence) descrip-
tion of your participation in your
county’s FVCC.

● For more information,
contact Tamara Abrams, CFCC,
415-865-7712, or Julia Weber,
CFCC, 415-865-7693.

New Format 
for Capitol
Connection 
The Judicial Council’s Office of
Governmental Affairs recently
unveiled a new format for its
monthly publication, the Capitol
Connection. Starting with its May
2001 issue, the monthly has a
new look that incorporates full
color and photographs.

Each month, the Capitol
Connection provides more than
1,000 readers with the latest
news on legislation and politics
in Sacramento. From legislative
updates to exclusive interviews
with legislators, it helps the
courts stay in touch with goings-
on in the capital city. 

● For more information or
to subscribe to the Capitol Con-
nection, contact Yvette Trevino,
916-323-3121; e-mail: yvette
.trevino@jud.ca.gov. In addi-
tion, visitors to the California

Courts Web site can see archived
copies of the Capitol Connectionat
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/courtadmin
/aoc/capconn.htm.

AOC Debuts HR
Newsletter
June 2001 marked the Adminis-
trative Office of the Courts’
(AOC) introduction of HR Con-
nect, a monthly newsletter for
the California court community.
In launching HR Connect, the
AOC’s Human Resources (HR)
Division hopes to establish a
forum for discussing up-to-date
human resources issues and
concerns that affect the courts.

The audience for the news-
letter includes appellate court
justices, trial court judges, and
staff members of the Supreme
Court, the Courts of Appeal, the
superior courts, the AOC, the
Habeas Corpus Resource Center,
and the Commission on Judicial
Performance. In creating the
newsletter’s content, the AOC’s
HR Division has been guided by
feedback solicited during court
visits, conferences, training ses-
sions, and committee meetings.

HR Connect provides infor-
mation on benefits, human re-
sources programs in transition
(such as workers’ compensa-
tion), and human resources in-
formation management systems.
In addition, it features a question-
and-answer section that addresses
queries from its readers.

● The AOC’s HR Division
invites the readers of HR Connect
to suggest future features and ideas
about how to make the newsletter
more useful, relevant, engaging,
or accessible. For more informa-
tionor to submit suggestions, send
e-mail to Paula Bocciardi, Man-
agement and Program Analyst, at
paula.bocciardi@jud.ca.gov. ■

Education &
Development

National Drug Court Institute
2001 Training Sessions

Sept. 24–28 Juvenile Drug Court Judicial Training

Oct. 1–5 Adult Drug Court Coordinators’

Training

Oct. 22–26 Adult Drug Court Judicial Training

Click on
Court Stats
The Administrative Office
of the Courts invites judges
and court staffs to take an
advance look at the Judi-
cial Council’s annual Court
Statistics Report, now
posted on the Judicial
Branch Statistical Informa-
tion System (JBSIS) Web
site, which can be reached
through Serranus at
http://serranus.courtinfo
.ca.gov. The report, a com-
panion to the 2001 Judicial
Council Annual Report,
will be available to the
public by the end of July
on the public California
Courts Web site, www
.courtinfo.ca.gov/reference/. 

The report provides de-
tailed statewide caseload
statistics for fiscal year
1999–2000 as well as 10-
year trend data on a wide
range of court business. A
printed version, which in-
cludes only the statewide-
data section of the report,
is being mailed to presid-
ing judges, court execu-
tive officers, and selected
media. The county-by-
county data is available
only on the Web site and
can be downloaded as
needed.

● For more information,
contact the Office of Com-
munications, 415-865-7740;
e-mail: pubinfo@jud.ca.gov.


